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Dear SIC Members: 

 Welcome to the first edition of School Improvement Council CLIPS & QUIPS!  As everyone knows, 
money is tighter than ever this year so we’ve reduced some of our services including the number of 
newsletters we can print and mail. Now that the statewide SC-SIC Member Network is up and running, 
we have email access to the majority of our members which makes brief email updates possible. We’ll 
continue to publish the Council News as often as we can and make it available to ALL SIC members by 
USPS and online. Here is the latest news for SICs!  

  

 The Five Finalists for the Dick and Tunky Riley School Improvement Award have been 
announced:  
 
The Children’s School at Sylvia Circle – Rock Hill (Rock Hill Schools) 
Hunt Meadows Elementary School – Easley (Anderson School District One) 
Mauldin High School – Mauldin (Greenville County Schools) 
Morningside Middle School – North Charleston (Charleston County Schools) 
Round Top Elementary School – Blythewood (Richland School District 2)  

        Congratulations to these exemplary School Improvement Councils! 

  

The winner of the Riley Award will be announced during a special luncheon in Columbia on March 14. 
We’ll share more about the accomplishments of these SICs soon. 

  

 The Legislative Advocacy Day co-sponsored by the SC School Improvement Council, American 
Association of University Women and the League of Women Voters earlier this week was a great 
success.  I was truly gratified to see that the majority of the attendees were SIC members from 
all over the state: Greenville, Tega Cay, Chapin, Denmark, Charleston, Irmo and more!  You were 
engaged and excited, asking good questions and taking notes, readying yourselves to interact 
with your legislators and to share information with others back home. Thank you for giving your 
time in the middle of the work week to make your voices heard! 
   

 Thank you for your interest in the flexibility legislation (H 3352) that we alerted you about last 
week. This bill provides temporary relief to school districts by giving them access to a menu of 
strategies to help them survive the current financial downturn.  The bill was passed by the 
House with an amendment specifying that 65% of a district’s revenue must go into the 
classroom if districts want to take advantage of the flexibility to co-mingle funding streams, 
enact furloughs, and other strategies.  The bill now heads to the Senate. Visit 
www.scstatehouse.net to read this bill and learn more about your state government. 
   

 Funding for SC-SIC for FY’10 has been included in the budget Ways and Means sent to the full 
House for deliberations which begin March 9.  Like schools and other education programs, the 

http://www.scstatehouse.net/


SC-SIC budget has taken a series of deep cuts in FY’09 and expects our base budget to be 
reduced from previous years even with help from the federal stimulus package.  If the current 
recommendation for our budget is included in the final state budget, SC-SIC can continue to 
provide services, materials, and other resources for districts and schools. Our thanks to those of 
you who have shared the importance of SC-SIC and the work of local councils with your elected 
officials.   Want to see what else was recommended by Ways and Means?  Visit 
www.scstatehouse.net click on Citizen’s Interest and then scroll down to click on Ways and 
Means handouts. 

 Have you signed the petition to put High Quality Education on the ballot in 2010?  The SC SIC 
Board of Trustees has signed a resolution in support of the Goodbye Minimally Adequate 
campaign. Visit www.goodbyeminimallyadequate.com to sign the petition. Click on Statements 
of Support to see the SC-SIC resolution.  Your SIC and/or school board may want to craft a 
similar document to voice your support.  You will find important historical information on this 
site as well and teachers can use this material for classroom instruction. Students are eligible to 
sign the petition too! 
   

 SC School Improvement Council has a Facebook page!  If you have a Facebook account, please 
join our group at www.facebook.com.  
   

 Interested in Leadership & Advocacy training this spring?  The SC-SIC staff can provide this free 
training in collaboration with your district office.   

We hope you find this information useful. Please share CLIPS & QUIPS with others on your SIC who may 
not have access to the Internet.  We are here to help you; please contact us any time! 
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